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Germans is Spain, and yet there are rumours that
Germany has taken an interest in that country!"
Finally, as to colonies, about which Hitler had said
there was no question of war; did that mean that
Hitler would take "No55 for an answer? Or did he
believe that he would secure them "without fighting,
by well-timed bluff, bluster and blackmail"?
There was more in this speech of a personal charac-
ter. It might have been improved if he had refrained
from apprehending the ruin of his own political
career. If he incurred this disaster he might perhaps
be compensated by the reflection that he had secured
his place in history. For daring, for presentation, for
accuracy of prognosis, this speech could not have been
surpassed. If ever a man is entitled to say in public,
"I told you so," that man is Duff Cooper. But out-
spoken as he is, his manners would never allow him
so to debase Eton, Oxford and the Guards. When
Mr. Chamberlain spoke immediately afterwards he
made no attempt to traverse what Duff Cooper had
said. He expressed the desire to make the speech he
would have made if the First Lord had not resigned!
These excerpts from Duff Cooper's speech have
been given because they proclaim the man as he now
is after many years of half-maturity. If I could be sure
of persuading the reader to study to-day in Hansard
this speech made in the autumn of 1938 I should feel
well content. The speaker is a rare type who could
hardly have been nurtured outside England. In
middle-age he is intellectually as brave as, when a
young man, he was physically fearless. He is forth-
right, determined and slightly too cocksure. He is
liberal in the sense in which all educated Englishmen
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